
5 Typeface Classi�cation - 
Understanding the Nuances (Voice)

Branding Checklist 101

SerifSerif
Meaning: Serif typefaces are characterized by the presence of small lines or strokes, 
known as serifs, at the ends of characters. These serifs can be short, long, thin, or 
thick.
Characteristics: Traditional and often considered more formal, serif fonts are 
commonly used in print media such as books and newspapers. They are known for 
enhancing readability in longer passages of text.

Sans SerifSans Serif
Meaning: Sans serif typefaces lack the decorative strokes or serifs at the ends of 
characters, presenting a cleaner and more modern appearance.
Characteristics: Modern, clean, and often associated with a minimalist aesthetic, sans 
serif fonts are widely used in digital design, on websites, and for signage. They are 
favored for their straightforward and legible nature.

Slab SerifSlab Serif
Meaning: Slab serif typefaces are characterized by bold, square-shaped serifs. The 
serifs in slab serifs are often thicker and more pronounced than those in traditional 
serif fonts.
Characteristics: Bold and attention-grabbing, slab serifs are often used for headlines 
and in designs that require a strong, impactful look. They convey a sense of stability 
and solidity.

ScriptScript
Meaning: Script typefaces mimic cursive or handwritten styles, often with flowing 
and connected characters.
Characteristics: Elegant and expressive, script fonts add a touch of personality and 
sophistication. They are commonly used for invitations, logos, and other designs 
where a more decorative and personalized look is desired.

DecorativeDecorative
Meaning: Decorative typefaces encompass a wide range of fonts that deviate from 
traditional classifications. They are highly stylized and can include themed or 
ornamental designs.
Characteristics: Varied and creative, decorative fonts are used for artistic and 
expressive purposes. They often have unique shapes and design elements, making 
them suitable for specific design themes or occasions.

In the expansive realm of design, the choice of typeface is akin to selecting the voice 
for your visual narrative. This exploration delves into the nuanced world of typeface 
classification, unraveling the distinct tones and personalities embedded in each font 
style. Understand the subtleties of typefaces, where strokes and curves transform 
into a unique linguistic expression in the visual language of design.
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